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Thank-you to our Education Session Partners:
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Thank-you to our Education Session Partners:

o Dr. Ginni Fair, Northern Kentucky University
o Dr. Fernando Figueroa, Gateway Community & Technical College
o Dr. Randy Poe, Northern Kentucky Education Council
o Dr. Henry Webb, The Kenton County School District
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Thank-you to our Education Session Partners:
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Education Session Agenda

Keynote

Brigitte Blom
Prichard Committee

Panel Discussion on 
Education Priorities for NKY

Randy Poe
NKYEC

MODERATOR:

Shannon 
Starkey-Taylor
Learning Grove

Kathy 
Burkhardt

NaviGo

PANELISTS:

Fernando 
Figueroa
Gateway

Breakout
Sessions
PREASSIGNED:

• Early Childhood
• Connection to 

Competencies
• Educational 

Advancement & 
Opportunity

Breakout
Reports
TABLE LEADS

Close

Welcome

Karen Finan
OneNKYAlliance

Dr. Ginni Fair
Northern Kentucky University

Brigitte 
Blom

Prichard Committee

Chad Molley
Erlanger- Elsmere 

Schools
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DEI Consideration for today’s program and breakout sessions
Which priority issues and solutions identified within this category will help produce the "Curb Cut Effect"?  
(The Curb-Cut Effect asserts that an investment in one group can cascade out and up and be a 
substantial investment in the broader well-being of a community -- one whose policies and practices 
create an equitable economy, a healthy community of opportunity.)

The solutions to identified priority issues will impact many individuals and groups across the OneNKY 
metro.  What actions or steps should be taken for each solution to support equity for people of color 
and/or people of low income? For the entire community?

Education Session Agenda

DEI consideration guided by Horizon Community Fund and Greater Cincinnati Foundation
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Connection to Competencies-NKY students need better self-
awareness of their core competencies and potential long-term career 
choices.  Success is clear pathways and persistent communication to 
competencies and career pathways.

Guiding Questions 
1. How do we leverage results associated with programming like 

UScience and Work based learning?
2. Where are similar programs successfully implemented and how can 

we learn from them?
3. What is feasible within this priority?  What are unintended 

consequences?  Identify expected outcomes and success measures.

Early Childhood- NKY children have limited access to early 
childhood educational resources including pre-k programming and 
transitional services to elementary school.  Success leverages the 
resources and programs available to all with key measures instituted 
and tracked.

Guiding Questions 
1. What are we doing now in NKY to improve access to early 

childhood education?  Where can we innovate for better solutions 
and outcomes?

2. What promising practices are emerging in our region?  How can we 
support or amplify those efforts?

3. What is feasible within this priority?  What are unintended 
consequences?  Identify expected outcomes and success 
measures.

Education Session Agenda
PROBLEM STATEMENT PROBLEM STATEMENT 
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Educational Advancement & Opportunity- We need to increase the number of college-bound students in NKY to fill key positions in the workforce and 
realize each individual’s highest potential.  Success is the ability of each student to understand and navigate their path to higher education attainment,  Key measures 
instituted and tracked.

Guiding Questions 
1. How do we change the culture of NKY to encourage more students or some adults with some college and no credential to obtain post-secondary degrees?  What 

messaging or strategies need to be implemented to showcase the existing path and network available?
2. What resources are not being utilized to help students achieve a post-secondary education?  Are there other successful strategies we can utilize?
3. What is feasible within this priority?  What are unintended consequences?  Identify expected outcomes and success measures. 

Education Session Agenda
PROBLEM STATEMENT 
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Kentucky Education Priorities 
for a Big Bold Future

Brigitte Blom
Prichard Committee



Brigitte Blom Ramsey, President & CEO



Our Goal
Since the 1980’s, Kentucky has moved from 
the bottom of the national rankings in 
education to the middle (and even above). 

Yet, we still linger 5th from the bottom in 
poverty. 

Our goal is to move to the top tier of all 
states - within this generation – and improve 
income. 

This will require communities responding to 
the unique needs of students and families 
locally – A Groundswell.



National Rankings



Equity Rankings



Equity Rankings





COMMUNITY PROFILE
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Kindergarten 
readiness
correlates with 
greater 
proficiency in 3rd

grade. In this 
case, you can 
see in the colored 
waves how 
K-readiness 
translates to 
greater 
proficiency in 3rd

grade reading.

Kindergarten Readiness 
Leads to Future Success
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College 
Going
Is Declining



Quality of Life Increases 
With Higher Education 
Attainment



College-going
Challenges Students feel 

conflicted about the 
value of college.



Local Practice - GROUNDSWELL
• Kindergarten readiness campaigns

• Multi-year strategic plan for early 
childhood ecosystem

• Meaningful family engagement

Leading Local Metrics
Preschool enrollment

Kindergarten readiness

A GROUNDSWELL

State Policy & Investment
• Increase childcare and preschool 

reimbursement rates to meet cost of 
quality

• Increase eligibility for childcare assistance 
& preschool to 200% of federal poverty 
level

• Expand HANDS home visiting



State Policy & Investment
• Fully fund school transportation & all-day 

kindergarten

• Establish a Fund for Teaching Excellence

• Improve early literacy and math teaching skills 
for educators

Local Practice - GROUNDSWELL
• Adequate local funding for education

• Plans to improve student outcomes

• Community FAFSA completion campaigns

• Meaningful family engagement

• Community supported tutoring and mentoring

Leading Local Metrics
3rd grade reading/math proficiency

8th grade reading/math proficiency

Transition readiness

Broadband access

A GROUNDSWELL



State Policy & Investment
• College affordability

• High-quality dual credit for high school 
students

• Performance-Based Funding for public 
universities & colleges

Local Practice - GROUNDSWELL
• Local campaigns that connect every student to a 

higher education path.

• Community-based high school to college 
transition supports

Leading Local Metrics
Postsecondary enrollment

Postsecondary attainment

A GROUNDSWELL



prichardcommittee.org

Brigitte Blom Ramsey
Prichard Committee President & CEO

@Brigitte_Blom
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Panel Discussion on Education
MODERATOR:

Shannon 
Starkey-Taylor

Learning 
Grove

Kathy 
Burkhardt

NaviGo

EDUCATION PANELISTS:

Fernando 
Figueroa
Gateway

Randy 
Poe

NKYEC

Brigitte 
Blom

Prichard 
Committee

Chad Molley
Erlanger-
Elsmere 
Schools
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Breakout 
Session Table 
Leaders

• Alecia Webb Edgington 
Life Learning Center

• Brittany Corde
Greater Cincinnati Foundation

• Stacy Strotman
Covington Partners 

• Henry Webb
Kenton County Schools

• Eileen Shanahan
NKU

• Denise Govan
Life Learning Center  

• Amanda Johannemann
Northern Kentucky Chamber
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Breakout Groups
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Group Reports
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